The glycosides of hydroxylysine are final products of collagen degradation in humans.
Glucosyl-galactosyl-hydroxylysine (GGHYL) and galactosyl-hydroxylysine (GHYL) are metabolites derived from collagen degradation. They are useful biochemical markers provided they are not further processed. Experiments were run to test the activity of alpha- and beta-glycosidases in human kidney cortex preparations. Results allow to exclude the presence of the specific enzymes, in contrast with what is reported for the rat kidney tissue.